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1. The Chinese have

ways been a problem in Thailand. It da“tes back to the earliest Siamase
days. The tendern

3 )'r vas for the Chinese to smother the pecple about them with custom and
commerce. They are good citizens but they remain Chinese.L A generation ago the problem
was not po acute becsuse the Chines2 wme alone, married Siamese women, and the children
were brought up ds Siemese, Thus they were assimtlaved inrt.he Thai population, However,
for about the pas 1:Jao years, the immigrating Chires2 has been bringing his family with
him apnd they remglp Chinese in thought amd spir.t., !

2.  Abcut 19L8. there '-'!ns an lmmigration arrungemsnt rermitting aboat 10,000 Chinese Ter month,
Recently 21t has been cut to, I believe, nbout 2,000 per yehr which 1t more or less in linme
with tbhe quota of| |other natiors., However, the r.mber of illegal entries is impossible to
estimate ard it ig Umpracticable t: fatrsi *he mountaln arbe in the nor<h of Siam or the
lcng coast line 1y ithe south where most of the illegal entries seem to take place.

3. The Chinese, bein
immigrates, esiad
relatio>m to come [

iac type, have established|a pattern whearsby one family
L the country,and then arranges fer “he balance of the
1 r Ml lepaliy,

4, The Chinese in SiAmimignt be divided into tour classess: the Swatlows, who have a ratural
tendency to be mepfichants, “he Hainanens ard the Hekkas, a gort of gypsy Chinese.

S. In Pitsanulc':, whi
of the villepy . F

(1]
PO

s e tyiieoal vmall Thal village, the Chiness are the commercial people i

r o onnpem gCo1n v farming and the ones that do usually ars ergeged } -~
in vegetable or o rarz.ny: products  then they can sell readily in the town market.

Prcbably 90 per 5\—.mr o loe vusiness 1n the central market [place is contrclled by the

Chiness, In the { mrlylng small vill “hey do a much smaller percentage. The one bank

in tr« town, 2 bre Qqh of the Lungkaow 15 100 per cent [staffed by Chincse and the

mApager is alsc Chinese who wlse op # rice mill and tw> 1nsurance companiss,
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6. There are two prominent Chinese associations in Pitsanulok. The Swatow group is a ~
highly respected, |influential group in the town. They have a splendid building for

- the Associestion which serves as & sort of club house with facilities for billierd e
" tables and theatre. They possess the only usable pilano i the town, have a band,and
' sponsor basketball games. When the gcvernor was approached and asked to suggest members

. to a committee tol head up a proposed leprosarium, he immediately suggested several .
_ members of the Chinese association. There is also a second and less prominent Chinese

. association in th;e town composed of the Hainanens. ' Ir_'

H I

T. : As the governmsntj considers natives of Thailand to be Thai, many Chinese merchants
. reglster their property in the name of their children, born in Thailand, to comply |’
i with nationelity ‘x-ogulationa. 12

i ! Chinese 1s the commercial language of the country. Although there is a regulation that

i certain invoices, etc, be in Thai, usually the Chinese merchant uses Chinese unless

} . requested othervi:ae. Some times printed invoice headings are in both Thai and Chinese.

. 9. The Chinese make Eevery effort to hold to their languasge. There are two Chinese achools

] . in Pitsanulok and although such schools are not to run beyond the fourth grade, the rul-
L " 41ng is circumvented by having a 4B, 4C, and LD grade which, ir reelity, is a fifth, sixth,
3 ' apd seventh grade. The exclusive attendance at a primary Chinese school ie scmetimes

\

@
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against the Chinese child when he tries to coatinue his schooling in a Thal schooi and
finds he has but 'a limited ability to read and wr1t¢ in Thai. Both the Chinese schools
1n Pitsanulok are well attended. Then, of course, there 13 the teaching of Chinese in
the home. I had }one Chinese student in our school that always came late to class. When
i £inally questioned, he revealed thati he always had to study his Chinese at home an hour
‘ before coming 1o |class and this frequently caused his tardiness.
|

10. Many of the adult Chinese have a very meager knowledge of Thai: sometimeg it ie limited
to what might be [termed market language, the ability to count,yes'and"nd’} and little
more. i

ll.; The Thai Govermént felt at one time that they might overccme this Chinese tendency to

; hold on to thei:r |language by requiring the youngsters to get their primary education

I [the first four grades] in Thei, which 1is considerably easier to learn than Chinese.

Py " Thus, with the children having acquired one language, they would not have sny inclication
‘ to learn Chinese.! However, with the early training at home in Chinese and the Chinese
schocls operating, this idea has not worted out as plennsd and this 1s particularly true
in towns outside |of Bangkok.

| ﬁ
12. Chinese newspapers are available thrcughout Siam 1s well as Chinese literature. Movies

carry both Thal and Chinese dialogue Ilashed along the-side of the screen for US made
moviege. There are also Chin2se movies shown. There is always agitation for more Chinese
larguage radio sz-oadca.sting and Chizs staticns can readily be tuned in.

|
; i 13." The Chinese, as wWorkers, are preferred to the Thai. They do better and more work and,
" consequently, demand a better wage. For example, a Thai carpenter in Pitsanulok receives
: about US$L.00 per day while a Chinese carpenter can demard atout US$3.00 a day. [In
i : ' Bungkok, a Chincse carpenter carns from US$5.00 to $6.00 a day. A Thai school teacher
! ' earns from US$30.00 to $50.00 & menth] .
U 1k. The Thal people J’lo ros seem to want aay more Chinese, Communist or non-Communists. They

realize that thel commercisl interests of the country are in the hands of the Chinese and .
there 1is little ;t'ney can dc¢ sbuut it. However, there is nc apparent discriminatior against -
the Chinese already in Thailand.
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